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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 56 and 97 et seq, the Applicants cite the information 
on the accompanying modified form PTO 1449. The Applicants also enclose copies of 
the cited publications. 

This Disclosure Statement is being filed under Rule 97(b), that is, within three 
months of the filing date of a national application (or entry of the national phase in the 
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The Applicant draws the Examiner's attention to related U.S. Patent Application 
Serial Number 09/484,574, filed January 18, 2000, assigned to the Assignee hereof. 

The filing of this Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a 
search has been conducted, nor as an admission that the information cited herein is (or 
is considered to be) material to patentability, nor that the publication or information 
cited herein is prior art. 

The Applicants understand no fees, apart from those referred to above, if any, 
are necessary in order to insure consideration of the information cited herein. If the 
Applicants understanding in this regard is incorrect, please charge any such fees to 
Deposit Order Account 141449. For this purpose, a duplicate of this document is 
enclosed. 
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